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Historical/Biographical Note: 

The Metropolitan Transit Authority was first chartered in 1973, after the 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County applied for a 
federal grant to purchase the Nashville Transit Company, thus creating a transfer 
from private to public ownership.  
 
Public transportation in Nashville itself has a long history, beginning with the 
McGavock and Mt. Vernon Horse Railroad Company and the South Nashville 
Street Railroad Company in 1860. Both companies used steam and mules in 
order to power rail cars, and Nashville’s first electric streetcar was later 
introduced in 1889.  
 
Between 1865 and 1890, a number of independent transit companies were 
formed, merged, and disbanded, until they eventually consolidated into the 
United Electric Railway. In the late 1890s, the Nashville Street Railway Company 
consolidated with all remaining competing lines, and later the Nashville Railway 
and Light Company was organized to take over the Nashville Railway and the 
Cumberland Electric Light and Power Company.  
 
The Nashville Railway and Light Company operated its services by electric 
railway until 1926, when the operation of buses was introduced. In 1930, the 
Tennessee Electric Power Company took over, and it later phased out the 
streetcar system in the early 1940s. The name of the company was then changed 
to Southern Coach Lines, Inc., and later changed to Nashville Transit Company 
in 1953.  
 



Today, the Metropolitan Transit Authority offers over 50 bus routes and serves 
over ten million riders in Nashville annually.   
 

Scope and Contents of the Collection:  
This collection contains artifacts, newspaper clippings, minutes, publications, 
reports and assorted ephemera relating to the history, operation, and services of 
the Metro Transit Authority. The dates range from 1879 to 2002, and the 
materials help to document the advancement of Nashville’s public transportation 
system and its impact on community development within the city. Some maps, 
routes, and schedules are included, as well as reports documenting income and 
expenses, plans for public transportation, and needs analysis. This collection 
depicts Nashville’s continuous growth through the lens of public transportation 
history, and provides a record of Nashville’s streetcar lines as well as its bus 
routes.  

 
Index Terms: 

Subjects: 
 Buses. 

Nashville and Davidson County (Tenn.) Metropolitan Transit Authority 
Public transit. 
Public transportation 
Streetcar lines 
Streetcars 
Transportation. 
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Related Collections:  
 David H. Steinberg Collection 

Metro Transit Authority Photographs Collection 
 Ralcon Wagner Collection 
 
Arrangement:  

This collection is arranged into ten series: artifacts, clippings, correspondence, 
ephemera, grant applications, history, legislation, minutes, publications, and reports. 
Series are arranged alphabetically.  
 
The artifacts series contains a bus horn, a film from the GMC Truck and Coach 
Division entitled “Fact of the Matter,” coins taken from an MTA bus token 
machine, and a book of orders from the Nashville Railway and Light Company. 
The clippings series contains various newspaper and press clippings relating to 
the Metro Transit Authority and public transportation. Most clippings are 
focused on Nashville.  
 



The correspondence series contains some general correspondence from within the 
MTA, as well as a memorandum about a public opinion survey on heated bus 
shelters and ridesharing services.  
 
Ephemera contains advertisements, brochures, flyers, invitations, routes and 
schedules, and time cards. Some noteworthy items in this series are leaflets 
urging for the economic withdrawal movement for civil rights, materials relating 
to the inauguration of MTA, and a leaflet regarding the features of a new MTA 
coach in 1974.  
 
The grant applications series contains applications for two grants: a capital 
acquisition grant, and a demonstration grant for the UMTA marketing study.  
 
The history series contains materials relating to the history of MTA and public 
transportation in Nashville. Included in this series are essays, slide presentations, 
and data reports.  
 
Legislation includes a resolution authorizing the Metropolitan County Mayor to 
make and file an application for a federal grant to assist in the purchase of 
upgrading the mass transit system, appropriations, and an approval of a contract 
between the Nashville Railway and Light Co., the Department of Highways and 
Public Works, and the Davidson County Highway Commission for the 
improvement of Harding Road.  
 
The minutes series contains meeting minutes from the Metro Transit Authority.  
 
The publications series contains various materials dealing with mass 
transportation, newsletters and magazines, proceedings, and compilations of 
court documents.  
 
The reports series includes financial statements, income, expense, and statistical 
reports, population and housing, and progress reports.  
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