GENERAL SOURCES TO CONSULT

TO HELP PLACE YOUR ANCESTOR IN CONTEXT

By Linda Barnickel
· Newspapers

· Maps (not just county or plat maps, but also transportation, agricultural, and others)

· Letters and diaries from the same place, time, social class, or events

· Published reminiscences

· State, county and community histories

· Scholarly journals

· Books about particular place, time, culture or custom, as well as historic events

· Military unit histories or battle accounts

· Historical overviews or timelines

· Photographs

· Theses and dissertations (very scholarly, but often very narrow in focus, with a wealth of detail - many are more readable than you might expect!)

· Bibliographies (lists of books or articles, generally arranged by subject)

· Church, fraternal organizations, or social group histories and records

· Formal reports and related records from state agencies

· Periodicals related to specific fraternal organizations, churches, occupations, companies

· General U.S. history sources - multi-volume histories often provide a good mix of overview and detail; or works on specific time periods can be helpful.

SPECIFIC EXAMPLES
TIMELINES/CHRONOLOGIES & REFERENCE
Clements, John. Chronology of the United States. NY: McGraw-Hill, 1975.

Dickinson, W. Calvin and Eloise R. Hitchcock, eds. A Bibliography of Tennessee History 1973-1996. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn., 1999.
Kull, Irving S. and Nell M. A Short Chronology of American History 1492-1950. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1952.

Smith, Sam, comp. Tennessee History: A Bibliography.  Knoxville: Univ. Tenn., 1974.

Webster’s Guide to American History: A Chronological, Geographical, and Biographical Survey and Compendium. Springfield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam Co., 1971. 

West, Carroll Van, ed. Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture. Nashville: Rutledge Hill Press, 1998.

U.S. HISTORY - Overviews and specific time periods
Atherton, Lewis E. The Southern Country Store 1800-1860. Baton Rouge: LSU Press, 1949.

Beecher, Catherine E. and Harriet Beecher Stowe. The American Woman’s Home.  NY: J.B. Ford, 1869.

Cayton, Mary Kupiec, et al, eds. Encyclopedia of American Social History. NY: Scribner, 1993.

Gray, Lewis Cecil. History of Agriculture in the Southern United States to 1860. Glouscester, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1958.
Hertel, D. W. History of the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees: Its Birth and Growth, 1887-1955 Washington, DC: 1955.

Hurt, R. Douglas. American Farms: Exploring Their History. Malabar, FL: Krieger, 1996.

Klein, Laura F. and Lillian A. Ackerman, eds. Women and Power in Native North America. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1995.

Luebke, Frederick C. Bonds of Loyalty: German-Americans and World War I. DeKalb, IL: Northern Illinois University Press, 1974.

Reisler, Mark. By the Sweat of Their Brow: Mexican Immigrant Labor in the United States, 1900-1940 Westport, CT: 1976.

Salmon, Marylynn. Women and the Law of Property in Early America. Chapel Hill, NC: Univ. NC Press, 1986.
Santino, Jack. Miles of Smiles, Years of Struggle: Stories of Black Pullman Porters. Champaign: Univ. Illinois Press, 1991.
Smith, Page. The People’s History of the United States (mutiple vols. with individual titles). NY: McGraw-Hill, 1976- .

GENEALOGY
Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo. A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your Female Ancestors. Cincinnati: Betterway, 1998. 

Pfeiffer, Laura Szucs. Hidden Sources: Family History in Unlikely Places. Orem, UT: Ancestry, 2000.

Sturdevant, Katherine Scott. Bringing Your Family History to Life through Social History. Cincinnati, OH: Betterway Books, 2000.
PERIODICALS

East Tennessee Historical Society Publications (Journal of East Tennessee History)
Journal of American History. 
Journal of Southern History
Tennessee Historical Quarterly

West Tennessee Historical Society Papers

TENNESSEE

Arnow, Harriette Simpson. Flowering of the Cumberland. NY: Macmillan, 1963.

---. Seedtime on the Cumberland. NY: Macmillan, 1960.

Ash, Stephen. Middle Tennessee Society Transformed, 1860-1870: War and Peace in the Upper South. Baton Rouge: LSU Press, 1988.

Bergeron, Paul H., Stephen Ash, and Jeanette Keith, Tennesseans and Their History. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 1999.

Corlew, Robert E. Tennessee: A Short History. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 1981.

Davis, William C. A Way Through the Wilderness: The Natchez Trace and the Civilization of the Southern Frontier. NY: Harper Collins, 1995.

Durham, Walter T. Before Tennessee: The Southwest Territory 1790-1796: A Narrative History of the Territory of the United States South of the River Ohio. Piney Flats, TN: Rocky Mount Historical Association, 1990.

Finger, John R. Tennessee Frontiers: Three Regions in Transition. Bloomington, IN: Indiana Univ. Press, 2001.

Foster, Austin P. Counties of Tennessee. [Nashville:] Department of Education, Division of History, State of Tennessee, 1923.

Hamer, Philip M. The Centennial History of the Tennessee State Medical Association 1830-1930. Nashville: Tennessee State Medical Association, 1930.

---, ed. Tennessee: A History 1673-1932. NY: American Historical Society, 1933.
Haywood, John. The Civil and Political History of the State of Tennessee from Its Earliest Settlement up to the Year 1796, including the Boundaries of the State. Knoxville: Tenase Co., 1969, reprint of 1823 edition.

History of Tennessee from the Earliest Time to the Present (1887)… Nashville: Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1887.  
Often known simply as “Goodspeed’s” or History of Tennessee Illustrated. Reprinted several times. County histories often appear in separate volumes. Some of the more recent reprints of county histories include name indexes.

Keating, J. M. The Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1878 in Memphis, Tenn. Memphis: Howard Association, 1879.

Keith, Jeanette. Country People in the New South: Tennessee's Upper Cumberland. Chapel Hill, NC: UNC Press, 1995.

Klein, Maury. History of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad. NY: Macmillan, 1972.
Langsdon, Phillip. Tennessee: A Political History. Franklin, TN: Hillsboro Press, 2000.

Mansfield, Stephen and George Grant. Faithful Volunteers: The History of Religion in Tennessee. Nashville: Cumberland House, 1997.

McBride, Robert M. and Dan M. Robison, Biographical Directory of the Tennessee General Assembly. Nashville: Tennessee State Library and Archives and Tennessee Historical Commission, 1975.

Moore, John Trotwood, ed. and Austin P. Foster. Tennessee: The Volunteer State 1769-1923. Chicago: S.J. Clarke, 1923.

Morris, Eastin. The Tennessee Gazetteer or Topographical Dictionary, Containing a Description of the Several Counties, Towns, Villages, Post Offices, Rivers, Creeks, Mountains, Valleys, &c. in the State of Tennessee… 1834. Reprint, 1971.
Myer, William Edward. Indian Trails of the Southeast. Nashville: Blue and Gray Press, 1971.
Neville, Bert. Directory of Tennessee River Steamboats (1821-1928). Selma, Ala.: Coffee Printing Co., 1963.

Prince, Richard E. Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway, History and Steam Locomotives. Green River, WY: 1967.

Ramsey, J.G.M. The Annals of Tennessee to the End of the Eighteenth Century… Knoxville: East Tennessee Historical Society, 1967, reprint of 1853 edition. Includes Watauga, Tennessee as part of North Carolina, State of Franklin, Territory of the United States South of the Ohio and early statehood.

Sears, Joseph Hamblen. Tennessee Printers 1791-1945: A Review of Printing History from Roulstone’s First Press to Printers of the Present. Kingsport, TN: Kingsport Press, n.d.

Thorogood, James E. A Financial History of Tennessee Since 1870. Nashville: Tennessee Industrial School, [1949].

West, Carroll Van. Tennessee Agriculture: A Century Farms Perspective. Nashville: Tenn. Dept. of Agriculture, 1986.

---, ed. Trial and Triumph: Essays in Tennessee’s African American History. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 2002.

Winters, Donald L. Tennessee Farming, Tennessee Farmers: Antebellum Agriculture in the Upper South. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 1994.

EXAMPLES OF CITY, COUNTY AND STATE REPORTS

Annual Report, City Health Officer, City of Nashville.

Annual Reports, City of Nashville.
The Code of Shelbyville, Enacted by the Mayor and Aldermen. Chattanooga: Times Book and Job Office, 1878.

A Compilation of the Laws and Ordinances of the Corporation of Lebanon. Lebanon Democrat, 1904.

Fourteenth census [1920] of the United States. State Compendium. Tennessee. Statistics of population, occupations, agriculture, drainage, manufactures, and mines and quarries for the state, counties, and cities. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1925.

Kain, W. C. Constable’s Guide: Being a Practical Treatise on the Powers, Duties and Liabilities of Constables in the State of Tennessee. Knoxville: Jesse A. Rayl, 1859.

Soil Survey – (by county) – often prefaced by statements about the county, including residents, industry, history, geography, roads, railroads and more. Includes maps.
A Study of State Institutions: vol. II – Tennessee Vocational School for Girls, Tullahoma, Tennessee. Tennessee State Planning Commission, January, 1937. Bulletin No. 5-B.

A Study of State Institutions: vol. VIII – Tennessee Hospitals for the Insane – Bolivar, Nashville, Knoxville.  Tennessee State Planning Commission, January 1937. Bulletin No. 5-H.

A Synopsis of the Transactions of the Tennessee State Agricultural Bureau for 1858 and 1859. Nashville: E.G. Eastman & Co., 1860.

Tennessee Blue Book and Official Directory.
SPECIFIC THEMES OR TOPICS

RELIGION

Black, Rev. W. C. Christian Womanhood. Nashville, TN: Publishing House of the M.E. Church, South, 1888.

Brown, Fred and Jeanne McDonald. The Serpent Handlers: Three Families and Their Faith. Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 2000.

Carter, Cullen T. History of the Tennessee Conference and a Brief Summary of the General Conferences The Methodist Church, from the Frontier in Middle Tennessee to the Present Time.  Nashville, TN: n. publ. 1948.

Grime, J. H. History of Middle Tennessee Baptists with Special Reference to Salem, New Salem, Enon and Wiseman Associations, Containing Sketches of the Associations, Churches, Deceased Ministers and Deacons, with Ministerial Directory; also Chapters on Separate Baptists, Christian Baptists, Feet Washing. Nashville: Baptist and Reflector, 1902.

Harrison, W.P. ed. The Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Nashville: Publishing House of the M.E. Church, South, 1890.

McDonnold, B. W. History of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Nashville: Board of Publication of Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 1888.

Norton, Herman A. Tennessee Christians: A History of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Tennessee. Nashville: Reed and Co., 1971.

Wardin, Albert W. Jr. Tennessee Baptists: A Comprehensive History 1779-1999. Brentwood, TN: Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 1999.

ORGANIZATIONS

A Souvenir of the Nashville Red Cross War Fund Campaign. Nashville: Nashville Banner, 1917.
Bucy, Carole Stanford. Women Helping Women: The YWCA of Nashville, 1898-1998. Nashville: YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 1998.
The Masonic Record. (periodical). 1868-?

Rutherford, David. Bench and Bar: Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee. 1981.

Ryan, B. A., ed. History of the Nashville Bar Association, 1831 through 1955.
Sixty Years of Columbianism in Tennessee: A History of the Knights of Columbus in Tennessee. Nashville: Scott Printing, 1962.

Whiteman, Maxwell, ed. Proceedings of the National Conference of Colored Men of the United States, Held in the State Capitol at Nashville, Tennessee, May 6, 7, 8, and 9, 1879. Reprint, Afro-American History Series, Rhistoric Publication No. 231. Philadelphia: Rhistoric Publications, 1969. 

CIVIL WAR

Buckner, Mrs. M. G. transcriber. Letters Written by Mrs. William G. Harding to her husband, General William G. Harding April 27th, 1862 – September 24th, 1862. Nashville: George Peabody College for Teachers, 1940.

Cox, Karen L. Dixie's Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Preservation of Confederate Culture. Gainesville: Univ. Press of Florida, 2003.

Durham, Walter  T. Nashville: The Occupied City, The First Seventeeen Months – February 16, 1862 to June 30, 1863. Nashville: Tennessee Historical Society, 1985.

---. Reluctant Partners: Nashville and the Union, July 1, 1863-June 30, 1865. Nashville: Tennessee Historical Society, [1987].

“Maggie!” Maggie Lindsley’s Journal, Nashville, Tennessee, 1864, Washington DC 1865. Privately printed, 1977.

Shaffer, Donald R. After the Glory: The Struggles of Black Civil War Veterans. Lawrence, KS: Univ. Press of Kansas, 2004.

Wylie, Alexander E. Veteran and Affiliated Organizations Arising from the Civil War.  Mendota, IL: Mendota Reporter, 1966.

RACIAL AND ETHNIC GROUPS

Connelly, John Lawrence. North Nashville and Germantown: Yesterday and Today. Nashville: North High Assn., 1982.
Ehle, John. Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Nation. NY: Anchor Books, 1988.

Frank, Fedora Small. Beginnings on Market Street: (Nashville and her Jewry 1861-1901) Nashville: Jewish Community of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 1976.

Jewish Welfare Fund of Nashville, Tenn. Report of 1937 Campaign. 

Jones, Yollette Trigg. The Black Community, Politics, and Race Relations in the "Iris City": Nashville, Tennessee, 1870-1954. Ph.D. dissertation, Duke University, 1985. 

Lovett, Bobby L. The African-American History of Nashville, Tennessee 1780-1930: Elites and Dilemmas. Fayetteville: Univ. Ark. Press, 1999.

Marbury, Lena R. Nashville’s 1905 Streetcar Boycott. Thesis, Tenn. State Univ. 1985.

Starr, Emmet. History of the Cherokee Indians and Their Legends and Folk Lore. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2003.

Summerville, James. Educating Black Doctors: A History of Meharry Medical College. University, Ala.: University of Alabama, 1983.

Swanton, John R. The Indians of the Southeastern United States. (Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin 137). Washington, DC: GPO, 1946. Reprint, Grosse Pointe, MI: Scholarly Press, 1969.
OTHER

Bicentennial Committee, Dept. of Public Information and Publications, Dept. of Audiovisual Services. A Bicentennial Chronicle. Nashville: Metropolitan Nashville-Davidson County Public Schools, 1976. (A history of Nashville schools.)

Campbell, Thomas J. Steamboats on the Upper Tennessee. n.p.: Rhea County Historical and Genealogical Society, 1999, reprint of 1932 edition entitled The Upper Tennessee, Comprehending Desultory Records of River Operations in the Tennessee Valley…. 

Cates, J. M. D. Marriage and the Married Life. Nashville: Graves, Marks & Co., 1860.

Fleenor, E. Michael. East Nashville. Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 1998.

Green, Julia McClung. Historical Sketches of the Davidson County Schools. 1952.

Hart, Roger L. Redeemers, Bourbons and Populists: Tennessee 1870-1896. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1975.

Huggins, Mollie. Tried and True. Tennessee Model Household Guide. Practical Help in the Household.  Nashville: Publishing House Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1897.

Montgomery, Michael B. and Joseph S. Hall. Dictionary of Smoky Mountain English. Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 2004.

Official Guide to the Tennessee Centennial and International Exposition and City of Nashville. Nashville: Marshall & Bruce, 1897.

Severa, Joan. Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion, 1840-1900. Kent, OH: Kent State Univ. Press, 1995.

Taylor, A. Elizabeth. The Woman Suffrage Movement in Tennessee.  NY: Bookman Assoc., 1957.

Thuss, W.G. and A.J. Thuss, photographers. Art Album of the Tennessee Centennial and International Exposition Held at Nashville, May 1 to October 31, 1897. Nashville: Marshall and Bruce, 1898. Reprint, 1975.

Wheeler, Marjorie Spruill, ed. Votes for Women: The Woman Suffrage Movement in Tennessee, the South, and the Nation.  Knoxville: Univ. Tenn. Press, 1995.

OTHER RESOURCES:

City directories often provide sketches of the city, sometimes including brief histories of schools, neighborhoods, churches, and other information. Frequently include lists of fraternal organizations, business clubs, streetcar lines, and more.

Maps can detail proximity to major transportation routes, agricultural resources, city and county services, and more. 

Newspapers – not just of local origin, but surrounding communities and counties, other papers in the same community (many papers held specific political persuasions, so checking other papers in the same town may provide you with different information), and also specialized publications, such as business newspapers, church newspapers, labor newspapers, agricultural newspapers and other types of specialty publications. 

Scholarly articles in historical journals are often very localized, and very detailed in their content. 

